timers, I think. More vigour, more grace and swiftness of Character movement, more fire and heat—that's in his poetry—and of Law-more tranquil charm in his prose. S. S. strikes me as probably rence a great writer, all in all,' To the praise of such men he was not indifferent and he was pleased to be liked by them, was flattered by their friendship, For in Lawrence, who disliked most women, there was a feminine element. Accustomed to flattery, he could be unconcerned; he tried to evade it, yet I think he would have missed the interest he everywhere created. He liked to disappoint, and to disappear, He told me, for instance, that at a time when publishers and editors were offering large sums for anything he cared to write, he was sending pseudonymous articles to newspapers, at two pounds the article, all of which were returned to him! He amused himself with games of this kind. I could imagine him the Robin Hood of the boys' story, robbing fat abbots and throwing their purses to the poor. One of his elders to whom he was most deeply attached was David Hogarth. Hogarth indeed he revered, and from him he took frank and searching criticism. When I asked Hogarth to write a page on Lawrence for a book of portrait drawings he readily agreed. 'Lawrence has just been in here and he says he doesn't mind so long as I tell neither the truth nor the reverse. I don't contribute to the Lawrence Boom, so don't expect anything serious.' And when he sent me his typescript, he wrote, 'Here is the best I can do. It won't be understood, but then few people know him except me, and I don't!'
Hogarth agreed with me that Lawrence's business now was to write. At heart Lawrence was an artist, but his standard was set too high; for him the best was a deterrent, and enemy, as the French say, of the good. I tried to make Lawrence believe that writing was now his chief concern; that depression and uncertainty come from self-thwarting.
General Smuts, of whom I made a drawing during 1923,
was interested in Lawrence's Arab campaign. In some
ways, he said, it reminded him of his own experiences
when carrying on his guerilla tactics against the British in
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